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Meanwhile the Cherokees who remained in the East retumi
one by one from the wilds, years after the Removal, and s
quired lands amounting to one per cent of the domain that h;
been taken from them. They virtually o^ned these lands in<
vidually but placed the title in a tribal corporation. Just a men
before the time of this writing, I revisited the Eastern Chei
kees, I have not encountered such poised, quiet, merry diildrc
such old people of sage and witty happiness, since I revisit
the Pueblos, two years ago.

Seventeen per cent of the total population of the Eastc
Cherokees had gone into the armed forces in World War
They fought on every front, and the battle deaths were hi^
Returning, the G. I. boys and men had flung themselves into i
problems of their homeland, A thrilling work of balanced kr
use and conservation, with the healing of crosion-wounc
lands, was going ahead. The tribe had planned its long futu
and on several lines was advancing into it.

CHAPTER 12
California and Plahis Indians
THE INDIANS of California were under 8j
Ish domination from 1769 until 1845, when California bee
part of the United States, When the Spaniards came, there \
about 200,000 Indians in the area, speaking twenty-one
guages in many dialects. They were a hunting and fishing pec
&pt warriors. Tribal boundaries were severely respected, 1
esasted within hundreds of distinct societies whose adaptati
;lttbtivationss structures and views of nature and man were ar
for their needs. Sir Francis Drake's classic description of
(Coast tribes around the present San Francisco might be apf
ito them all: Arcadian people, he found them, whose nat